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1'he AiiMes have always stat^^d, in their strugg^le against Nazi 
Germany, that there was no possibility of a compromise. Their 
common aim was the compikte surrender and the occupation of 
the whoile of Germany, indndlng the Austrian provinces; they set 
forth as their aim the denazification and re-education of the popu- 
lation of Germany and Austria. Nazism, on the oth^r hand, main- 
tained itself in power until the very end. Its rule ended only with 
the occupation of Germany and Austria by the Allded troops. 

There was only one exceptioin in this respect, and that was 
Carinthia, an Austrian province on the Yugos;lav border. In that 
province, the Nazi regime, when it felt that its last momejit had 
come, handed over power to a new team, in the hope that it would 
thereby preserve the Nazi heritage which had a specific character 
in that prov:n:ce. And th£ British occupation authorities accepted 
this team which had assumed power in Carinthia from the hands 
of the Nazi regime and in accordsnce with Nazi laws. Continuity 
between the Nazi regime and the new reg'me was thus maintained, 
and the men who had accepted power from the Nazis are even now 
members of the Provincial Government of Carinthia. 

Much noise was raised in this connection in January and 
Rebruary 1947 at the Meeting of the Deputy Foreign Ministers in 
London, because of the fact that the Austrian Delegation included 
Hans Piesch, Landeshauptmann, L e. the highest Austrian dignitary 
in Carinthia since May 7th, 1945, when power was handed over to 
him by authorized representatives of the Nazi regime. The Yugoslav 
Delegation drew the attention lof the Deputies to this transfer of 
power, and to the coillaborationist activities of Hans Piesch in the 
course of the war. The Deputies decided they would request infor- 
mations from the AMled Controil Council for Austria. The first 
result was that Hans Piesch tendered his resignation on March 
12th, 1947, to the office of Landeshauptmann of Cariinthia. Anyhow 
this change of a personal nature does not signify a corresponding 
change rn the system which the person involved represented, the 
sj^stem of maintaining Nazi remnants. 



1 \u- l;n l.s ]-i'K^iir(li]i|i; Nii/isin in t';n iiilliM .iii<i il . rmiliiiuily 
air wiirlUy dT iioliro, because thoir si,i^nilficancc Iraiisccuds the 
imiiiL'WorU (iT llie polilical 1 fe of an Austrian provmce and of the 
I. ill- ol' ;\ small but sturdy branch of the Yugosilav peopile, the 
Mijvnu';. (jT Carinthia. The question of whether justice wijl' be 
iiirtril iMil, and satisfaction given, to those who fought on the side 
i>\ llu' Allies, or whether they will be sacrificed to a system which 
wliiii^'.ly iMiibotiies the traditions of Nazism, assumes the wider 
iisptrl (if Ilic cpicslion of whether there is, in tliis case, the desire 
tn hiiplriMciil Ihc fundamental po.'nts of tiie program of the Anti- 
Nn/.i fimlitioii, or whether, on the contrary, there is a wish ruth- 
lessly In lr;)in]i(lr under foot the loyalty the Allies owe to their 
cnmiiKHi aims. 




1. THE NAZI REGIME IN CARINTHIA APPOINTS ITS RELAY. 

The situation in Carinthia towards the end of the War. 

There are three facts which are characteristic of the situation 
in Carinthia towards the close of the Second World War: the armed 
struRc^le of the Carinthian Slovenes against Nazism, the absence 
of any resistance movement worth mentioning among the German- 
sp.eakinL^ population, and the general awareness of the impendmr" 
collapse'^of Hitler's Army and of the Nazi system. 

Carinthia differed from the other provinces of Austria in 
that a part 'Of its pioipiilatioii, the Carinthian Sloven-es, had ever 
since 1942 waged an unceasing partisan struggle from the moun- 
tains ond forests of Slovene Carinthia. Side by side with this 
■mil tary activity a poUtical resistance movement was gomg on. 
Both were incorporated in the movement of the "Liberation Front 
of the Slovene People", one of whose aims had, from the mom-ent 
i^ was formed in 1941, been the un on of alH the Slovenes mclu- 
ding the Carinthian Slovenes, and which was a part of the National 
Liberation Movement of the peoples of Yugoslavia, the same as the 
partisan detachments of the Carinthian Slovenes wer-e part of the 
National Liberation Anmy of Yugoslavia. This arm-ed struggle and 
the politicaJl movement of the Carinthian Slovenes, were a very 
imoortant factor in Carinthia, even before the divisions of the 
Yu'o^o^lav Army were approaching the borders of Carinth'a early 
in May 1945 This can best be seen from the fact that ther^ was 
zn Allied Military Mission with the partisan detachments m Car n- 
thia as far baohi as 1944 (cf. The National Liberation Struggle of the 
Slovenes of Carinthia durmg World War If, Annex N^ 2 to the Memo- 
randum of the Federative People's Republic of Yugoslavia on Sl-o- 
vene Carinthia, th-e Slovene frontier areas of Styria and the Croats 
of Burgenland). 

There was. on the other hand, no- such thing as a resistance 
movement among the German speaking population of Carinth'a 
during the war, with the exception of a few smafll groups ol 
Austrian anti-Fascists who were genuinely desirous of contributing 
to the v:ctory over Nazism and who, therefore, linked themselves 
up with, and nelied upon, the political force in Carinthia which was 



'"111 "I Ihc SI„viMu- IVoplr. Nnw III, rcprrsoiiliilivrv „r the nn- 

Hill „„„| l„ „|.LSon,l)t: IheiiisdvL-.s ;,s n;roat heroes. It cun be seen 
liowevci- ln>,„ the acconi.t tlicy themselves g've in the vZ<szeitm^' 
;..■,,.,, <,t the PeopJe's Party in Carinthi-a, of Dec ember 16 94^ 
Mil, I he people mvolved were those who had collaborated with the 
NiwAs Ihr.n.Khottt the war, mainly offkials of the Army Gendaj 
n>cnc. nnri Pobce, and also some f«Mowers of the forme; poHtlcai 
pnr K's who hHd niot even then, on the eve of the downfairo the 
N. /, r/.,,,n.M.e, started any kind of struggle against ttTe H tJe rism 
■uw.re, towards the e,nd of April 1945, nxe^rely co.sid" ng the 

•■ :•: H^ '^'T'^ ^' '^^'^ ^' *he time of the collapse in t.rder 
) s. ve (he country from a catastrophe''. Dr. Rain/r the Na^i 
<.Mvr of Carinthia, who was handed over to the yZXv 
■m; lH.i.lu... as a war crimln.d. stated in this connection: As riS 
Kso.caedresKstance movement, it should be generatlv remarked 
iilcd .pract.ca ly to make itself fdt throughout the whol' 
.ri<H . In U,ct, activity was shown only by the Ccmmunists and 
lie SI, vcncs organ.z.ed from Carniola. It was oidv in Mav thi^ 
,,,r .':;:;.';""'' " V>>^ «=«tence of a resistance LvemenI, aM 
' I 'po, Is sounded, m part, comiptetely fantastic, I have exne 
'• '■ l.-o„n l,ve years of underground struggle at the time of 
I nss and .Sdu.schnigg and I therefore accepted such ne^^ wit! 
msu ,.,-:,l, e reserve Certain events, it is true, which in part are T 
'f I;'.'-- tu me to-day, make the conclusion possible that p rhap 
u.t ,.nri,-t'!i,"'r' T' '''■'''''''' ^™"P« ^" Carinthia and ha 
nu i n,"^ "JIL r' '"'T'- °' '^"^ that they made certain 

,'!,., Nnhng of any importance occured, however 

7 L, ,' '■"""■"' "' "^= '■'"''*'''" ™«1 the evening of M^y th^ 

1 .Now, oi coin-se, ,u,any would like to have been "fighters in he 

',1;;; -•'■'.-"■nu ;,nu- jntlerV. death is described by F. K^ (Franz 
'^'•'';",r) who hH)k fin active part in the events of those davs^? 

"'"' l'"l .mi.)!^-- Ihc numerous uncertainties of the near future 

' -" r-M's on In quote .uch uncertainties as these: "Will the Brt" 

. , .'r. e ore r)(.>'s troops? Will there be fi.^hting here in 

" f ,,^ Will (he R, stnns operate a break-through in Styria and 

'"■'y )l'"i w;,v u]Jr> Cannthia?" (From the article ''A vear a^^n" 

l'"''li li'M Ml fhr Volkszcitung, May 8th, 1946.) ^ ' 

Tl.c orum or the idea of handing: over power to another team. 

Hi Ihe eoursc of his interrogation, Dr. Rainer thus described the 
':' -I lli^' iden to hand power in Carinthia over to a ^e^v team 
^"id thus luc^mil the hberation of the Carinthian Slovenes- 

M.tM.i^.l'^vitl'M''^ to Berchtes^aden on May 2nd, where he had an 
"•(. lu. w ^M\h Marshal Kesselrmg, and on the following day he met 



1)1. Kaltrnhrunurr, drpuly HvhU Irjiln n\ llu- SS tni \Uv Si.iilh. mi 
SIrol)! ill llie Sal/haiiiiuerj^^ul. Uti Mu- course of Ihest- mlrrviews. lir 
had the opportuuily ol' :K-(iuiriiiK iiilofinaiion ru^^ardiiu!: Hit' inililary 
and political situation. The Yugoslav claims to Carinthia caused him 
no small concern, and he pointed this out to KesselriiiK, requcsIiiiK 
him to bring it to the notice of the then Prime Minister oi Germany, 
Admiral Doenitz; he thought that the German General Staff a.nd 
German Government were still in a position to give consideration 
to this fact when negotiating the Armistice. On his return journey 
to Carinthia, he conceived the idea of establishing contact with 
representatives of the former "democratic parties". Upon his return 
to Cetovec (Klagenfurt), he called ten ■ of his closest collaborators 
and told them of his idea. It turned out, in the course of the discus- 
sion that his deputy, Gauhauptmann Natmessnig, had had the sam^ 
idea and that he had already come into touch with certain persons 
who had belonged to these parties. 

According to the Karntner Volkszcitung of December 16th, 
1945, the origin of the idea to contact representatives of the former 
parties is to be traced back to Lt. Gen. Noeldechen, who was m 
command of the local troops in the Carinthia area and who was the 
senior military official in the province. On May 4th, Noeidechen saw 
two representatives of the so-called resistance movement. These 
asked him to transmit the request to Rainer that power should be 
handed over to the old parties, that Celovec (Klagenfurt) and Beljak 
(Villach) should be declared open cities, and that contact should 
immediatelly be established with the British 8th Army for the piir- 
pose of ensuring that Carinthia be occupied by British troops. 

Rainer denied that Noeidechen would have played a part in all 
this, and viewed the possibility of these two people having played 
a part in any kind of a resistance movement with scepticism and 
irony. However that may be, the idea of this maneuvre was obviously 
conceived by the very highest representatives of the Nazi regime in 
Carinthia. 



The motives of the idea. 

A very interesting light on the motives which lay at the back 
of all these events is shed by a letter addressed to Rainer on May 4th„ 
by Dr. Wutte, who had for many years been considered a leading 
"scientific" representative .of anti-Slovene chauvinism in Carinthia, 
for whom Rainer had great respect as for his professor and in whose 
honour he established a special "Martin Wutte Prize" for scientific 
works of this kind: "The speech you delivered on Thursday and of 
which I, unfortunately, learnt only from the columns of the Kiirntner 
Zeitung, showed that what as to-day at stake is again the preserva- 
tion of the unity and freedom of Carinthia from the Slav South-Hast 
which is now Bolshevik and therefore all the more dangerous." 
Dr Wutte notes the differences existing between Great Britain antl 
the USA on the one hand, and the USSR and Yugoslavia on [he oilier, 
and expresses the hope that "this will enable Carinthui to enjoy. ;is 



•• -A :nul Cvnl lirit.i,,. She must Ihcrd.'r l.c ,1H dc r. 

I li.nul MS wns I he case in J918--19, and preparations for this are 

-■a.ly l.en,«' made owing to your foresight and a t v > Dr Wut e 

l" R in "T,']^ fi ^l "«"-^«-" ^vork :n this con':ectoL 

Pllul: 'n,odix"t: ' "" '''' "'^"^^'''^ measures, for putting his 

Military measures. 

'I'lic [act, that military preparations were being carried out in 

Il > dn«l on ,s borne out by the article of F. Krassnig in the Volks- 

■M-<lun^. ol May, 8th, 1946, where we read that on May 5th The 

r<"..p.s which were still stationed along the southern border of 

■'''Mllna were instructed by Noeldechen and Payer ?o hold th°s 

' '^■'V'"'; V'c ..rrival of the British units", Which r^eant that resi- 

.slance should be offered to the arrival of the Yugoslav "roop" u'ti 
iie lintish arrived. Anton Stenzel wrote in the VolkszdtunT'nf 
••■I'n.ary 2;ird, 1946, that while all resistance to the Western Dolers 

sivn';:r::: r""'^ "'?-^r^. °^ -^P^'^ ^ ^"^^^ band of Ca nth'a n and 

•Slyi .ui solders were fighting on the Koren Pass (WurzenoassVon 

.• K.u-avanks against Tito's troops until the Bri i4 enS g^" 

;in;.._-nl,c.xlollcd the heroism of these memberfoflh" Ge^a", 



Discussions on the handing over of power. 

Nor were the activities confined to the military sphere Pnli 
ual Mianeuvres were taking place simultaneously As eariy as M v 
'"III Kauu-r uu-t certain members of former political part es Accor 
' Hg <,,,,. Vulks-,<:itung of December 16th, 1945 Rainer had 
' nice,! his deimly Natmessnig "to form a committee of the for^ 
m. d, niocrahc parties to which he is prepared to hand ovei Dower 
Na nu.ss.ng ,s „, mlroduce this committee to him at eleven a^m in 
llu P.ilicv ut Ihe Oovernmenf. When these representatives s'„h 
';il''';l "- lli^' G,™/e/ter a list, including two repr'e enla ivelof Se 
ns 1 HI Social Party, two representatives of the Soci Democratic 
I ■" l\ a„. oi,r,,„mn>ec who did not belong to any party Dr Painer 
;'.""■'": "Il-i I nn«s, "asked that the list of prop" e^Sbe^s o the 
CoveMMMnii should be extended to include e'^^ghttrS peonle" 
According to H,„ner's statement, Natmessnig expressed at this 
mrlnig. n ,viously in the name of the represeritatives Snt dis a 
sl.H'lu.ii because of the fact that Rainer had in his speech on the 
l> cyious <lay proclaimed the necessity of resistance on aU ?!' t,^ 
while Ml ac, all resistance to the British andTni ricans shou d ce±' 
.H.-mse 1 was to be feared only the Russians and the Yugoslavs and 
'■<| lesie.l the innncdiate establishing of contact with the Br tish HO 
;j; I ';;;('nnlO Rainer said he was prepared to turn over p'S 
lie iioi, r„l (lu. Province was occupied, promised the representatives 
'" " I'' l'^"l- ''i^ p.nleclioii and inloVmed the pohce I.l' Oiis 



Oil llie same day, May 5, lun rtuiin.'i- Socialists, Mans I'it-Mh 
and Dr. Newolti, established conlai-l witli otlier poliliciaii. ul llu- (>ld 
parties, who were only beginning to come together at Ihal time and 
were still lacking any form of organisation. Hans Piesch, who was 
born in the Sudetens, was a school-master by profession, and, under 
the Nazi regime, proved an extremely loyal and zealous collaborator 
of the latter in his capacity of director of the higher elementary 
school in Beljak (Villach). According to Dr. Rainer's statement, the 
Social-Democrats were left undisturbed in the civilian offices they 
had previously occupied by the Nazi regime, because they were 
keeping very quite and the Nazi Party organization and the police 
had no cause to trouble themselves w'th them. In his capacity of 
d.strict commissioner (Kreisbeauftragter) for gathering salvage for 
the Army, Hans Piesch issued for instance on January 24, 1942, 
a circular to tite Association of National-Socialist Teachers, in which 
he called upon them to help gather in the salvage, "because military 
and economic considerations make it imperative that not a single 
kilogram of salvage should be wasted", and then went on to con- 
clude: "The gathering of salvage is also part of the struggle against 
the English". It was in his district of Beljak-town that the best results 
as regards salvage were achieved throughout the territory of the 
Economic Administration of Salzburg, which consisted of several 
Austrian provinces^ including Carinthia^ and this won him the praise 
of the 18th Military District. (Communique issued by the Press 
Department of the Liberation Front on February 6, 1947, regarding 
the afore mentioned circular on January, 24, 1942, and the commen- 
dation of the 18th Military District, 13/43; the note addressed by the 
Yugoslav Delegation to the Deputy Foreign Ministers in London on 
February 18, 1947). Dr. Karl Newole was during the war Hmptm^nn 
in the Rustungskommando in Celovec (Klagenfurt). 

On May 6, Piesch and Newole went to see Rainer, According 
to Rainer's statement, 'they requested him to hand power over as 
soon as possible to the new Government, because in that case Yugo- 
slavia's claim to Carinthia would surely be rejected. 

They informed him the Socialists request that the new 
Provincial Government should be headed by the Social-Democrat 
Piesch. 

On the. same day the representatives of the former political 
parties agreed on a new proposal for the composition of the Provi- 
sional Government which was to consist of ten members: 3 Social- 
Democrats, 2 Christian Socialists, 2 members of the Agrarian Party 
(Landbund), 2 Communists and 1 non-party. According to this list 
Piesch was to be provisional Head of the Government. (Krassnig in 
the article already referred to). This list ■ — minus the Comnnmists, 
because it had been agreed that "the list submitted to Rainer should 
not yet include Communists", ■ — was brought to Rainer by a dele- 
gation consisting of Piesch, Tauschitz, a member of the Landbund. 
and Santer, who was not affiliated to any party, in the afternoon of 
the same day, Rainer agreed. 



llK'i-r riiT iTiliiiii iiMifw.nlliv (liMriiMK:L's helwecu the first list 
.suhiiiilU'tl nil May T) ,iiul h, wliich HijiiR-r had not ^Kreed, and the 
second ]is( Id which he k^uve liis consenl. As new names appeared on 
tlic second list Picsch himself, his deputy the Landbund-mtmb&r 
laiLschitz, who had been Austrian Minister to Berlin prior to 1938 
and had soon after May 1945 been obliged to resign his post of 
Lnndcshaupimann-Deputy and was sent to a camp for Nazis because 
ol Ins dubious activities at the time of his mission to Berlin and 
then herhtsch, also a member of the Landbund and subsequently 
l>rj)uly Landeshauptmann. So there are clear indications that Rainer 
inthieuced the composition of the new Government, particularly as 
icf.'-ards the alotting of the most important functions. 

^ He could not, however, make up his mind to turn power over 
slrai/^ht away. His own followers opposed to this at the meeting thev 
hcki_in the morning of May 7; he was still toying with the idea of 
j'onlnung the role of the new Government to that of a consultative 
bf>dy under himself; being a representative of the Reich, he wished 
lo oJilau] the approval of the highest Reich authorities He was 
cxtncMtcd trom this dilemma by a message from Kesselring sunimo- 
nmjr hun to Graz immediately. He went there in the company of 
ntuschitz, m the capacity of nominee to office in the Provincial 
C>overnment. It was only after Kesselring had told him on the after- 
Mot)n oi May 7th, in Graz, of the imminent surrender of the German 
Armed horce, and had approved of authority being transferred to 
Ihe new commirtee as the wisest it can be done under the circum- 
.staiicrs, It was only then that Rainer decided to hand over power. 
On the same day Enzfeider, one of the Socialists who had 
taken part in the negotiations., had aO ready establlish^d liaison wilth 
Rome, i. e. with the HQ of the 8th Army in all probability (Karl 
Newolc, m the Carinthian Socialist paper Die /Veae Zeit of Mav 

Aufliority handed over. 

According to the Karntner Zeitung, Rainer's official organ, 
which subsequently became the organ of the Provincial Government 
of Cariiilhia, of May 8th, 1945, the formal transfer of authority in 
\Uc nighi of A4ay 7tii— 8th, 1945, vas accomp^lished in the following 
nnnmer. 

The Gauleiter Dr. Rainer announced his resignation in a spe- 
cial broadcast: "The occupation of Carinthia by enemy forces has 
l>cgim. Tlie political activity of the Party is thereby terminated. I 
(trdrr llial all activity shouild cease in the enemy occupied areas. 
lU-n)g a National Socialist, I am neither acknowledged or listened 
to by I lie enemy as a representative of th.s interests of Carinthia. 
I am lliercfore rcsignin:g as Reichsstatt halter in order to maik^ it 
possible for those forces, which better correspond to. the concep- 
lioiis of our euLMnies, to create a new political basis. I am ther-efore 
liaiHliiig llic fiHU'tions of Government over to the Cauhauptmann 



■uui Provisional President ol Gi.vcnimt'iii Mrinlru.l N;iinM-ssni(i". 
L C went on to call upon ihr populannn U. --'-^ ■;'''/;'; V 
and order and condludcd his Mdthxss m the h^llownii; len n. 
'Stioi al Soc:alist men and wn-mrn! 1 thanik you for your loyally 
t^the FUhrer. His idea is liv,lng among uslNow close your ranks 
in the ^tru"-^le for a free and undivided Carmllual 

After Rainer's speech, the K-arntiier ZcKung published Gaa- 
naupimann Natmessnig's address to the members ;0' t^ie new Provi^ 
sional Government. Natmessn.:g began by remaikmg that Ranier 
ad reSned "on account of the generd mi. litary situatic^n ai^ 
oarticu lady of that prevailing in Carinthia^ He then pomted out 
4at he had been conducting negotiations m ^^/eement with 
Rainer, with representatives of the former Parties and _s e..ed the 
neSo maintaining .peace, order and secur;ty in our Cannthian land^ 
He revealed the common basis on which it had been po^ssibUe to 
brnj'he negotfatlons lo a successful close: ''I fee.1 :t_ to be particu^ 
arlv necessary, and I thirik I am voicing the opmion of all the 
constructive and therefore positive forces of Cannthta, to hank 
ou gentlemen, for the unswerving desire you have constantly 
cxiprefsed on your own iniciative. in the course of your negotia- 
tion^ with the G../e/fer and myself, that not a single of our 
o^mtrymen should be persecuted on;ly because ^^^^^^^ J^ 
the Party'' "You guarantee that the people of Caimthia wi.1,1 be 
unanimous in their determimatio^n, one already expressed t^^'enty 
rre years ago, to safeguard the indivisibdity of our Provmce, from 
domestic ai^d foreign' enemies. The determination you ^^ve al 
expressed to make the ancient battle-cry Tree and undivided 
Carinthia!' your guiding pr'nciple, will meet with he approval of 
the whole of Carinthia.- Natmessnig was thus calihng upon them 
to f ght their domestic enemy i. e. the Carinthian Slovenes, and 
the fore^^n enemy, 1- e. Yugoslavia under the old watchword which 
had served as a cloa,!^ for the oppression of the Carinthian Slovenes 
at the hand^ of German imperialism. And finally Natmessnig tor- 
malily efected the transfer of authority: ^I am hereby tTansmittmg 
to you the powers and rights belonging to the Reichsstatthaltcr 
of Carinthia under the law of April i4th, 1939, and the orders and 
decrees arising therefrom". 

The new Landeshauptmann Piesch took over with the to-llo^ 
wine words- "Herr Gauhauptmann! I declare here to you that we are 
prepared to take over this arduous task which is full of respon- 

^^"^* The new Provincial Government simultaneously issued two 
further proclamations. The first proolamation, signed by e^ght mem- 
bers of the new Government (minus the Communists who had not 
ioined) was in the main a call to union, prohibiting all acts o 
terrorism and individual actions, as wel-1 as any removal of civl 
servants without the approval of the Provincial Government and 
proclaiming anyone who failed to comply with these orders to be 
an enemy of the country and of freedom. The proolamnlion then 



I .iMMini.i. I lie siHDiul priJclaitKitior- '■' ■ 

iiii'iiil'i II in-ilri ,111,1 ili.scii|)iliiie! 
niHl (lisi i]>liiK\ Mill 



<>\ ii.-iiil (•.iwcnniiral riinjilrt lluit lli 
'n: lilKTly 11111(1 iiiilivisibility 
n which was hc:i(lcd "Let us 
ilisciipdiiie!" was another caHl lo order, peace 
coiitidunci: in the police 



The siffnificancc of the handover. 

The new Government had thus accepted power from the 

I '^n'; i 7a'w?7,f'"''' °'/'l 1'-'' ••^^^"'■^ ^"^ in accordance 
uilh Na/ aws hi vam we look for Nazism and Pan-Germanism 
lU'.icHmced m their proclamations. The only reason for a ch-mo-e o 
rcK'.n.e was the mMdtary situation. The pLcipile o he co Sitv 
' t ulhonty, and of the Nazi Government apparatus wa J- "cTl 
Natmcssmg's speech shows that the new Government had 
ploli^ed themseilves that no one would be persecuted because of 
membership in t^ie Nazi Party. Ramer had puMcly called upon the 
Nazis to support the new Government. Thi support was nec°"sarv 
In h,s Goverment because they were backed bi'^no poll ical forces 
eir own. These facts foreshadow the course future denaifi' 
1; ." , '" .^'''Snf'^'.a was to take. The explanation why Carinthia 

N is ' wa ^^reoarM f f'^n"^ ^"^ '' '^^ G"™^" Reich w£e 
j\.i/.i.s]ii was prepaied to hand power to a new f-f-am io i-^ u. 

me':;^^o'^ ^'°?- ^ :- f-^-d uSi^ld^^Sia' Su?h 
Son ™" """3t^c.n of the national oppression of the Car'nthian 
Slovenes, a slogan we encounter in all the speeches and p?o ama 
. s w, have quoted. Coupled w^-ith. this id'ea we fnd'he Ze 



Nazis suljniit to the new Government. 

All !lK Nazis and the Pan-Germanists placed themselves under 

V I 11? n WutT <=°r'T-t ^'"^ rel,.rl.me disciphne On 
VI. ly nil, )i. Wutte wrote to Hans P esch and placed himself at 
111' . isp-^sal 01 the new Provinoia.1 Government "whose oZ ion 
I t , vo eagerly welcomed in view of the collapse of the Nat ona 
Soc ; I s( regime". The Kiirnfner Volksze'tung a Villach news^an^r 
I'lHiIislH. on May 10, 1945, under British^occupS "Sy a 
.V ; i^"-actenst,c leader, which, on the one hand, lam'n'ed the 
• "Will ,11 ol Na.i Germany, and on the other, stressed that he 
slruKKle 1 0.1- „n "undivided Carinthia" was the mafn task in the 
'ZrT'T"- '■^'"•"■'^'"S the hope that thev wou d^h ve in this 
'^ivl'ccl, he support of the British and of the Ameri'-ans The 
ri;ops who were still ficduin,. the Yugoslavs in SoTth CarintTra 
'■v,.„,i,/ed I he new Provincial Government as one which "had come 
' ■ "^ver Ml a legal manner" (such are the terms used by the or-T; 
"I ill.' Au.stnaii People's Party, Volkszeitung. December I6th 19451 
-IH IIS slinwi, by ,|,e f:ui that the SS units and other German troops' 
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^ ___ _ I aUI iu HfillirMb VM K«^rtb*adla.^u ihtbll btAuiH, 

The „Kartner Z^iiunn*', May 8 1945, coiitainiiijr Hpeeches 
and proclamutfons rLj^urdln^ the liuridfn}> over of power 



rrnisrfi tn hnnrl nvrr llielr nrms and siirrenrlfr '\n Hie Yii/^ORiavs, 

uri IIh' ^i"(juml tiiiil Iticv h;id not yet rocLMvod niil!nnity to do' so 

rT(jni the itL'w Govoninieut in Celovec (Annex IV fo tlic Yugoi^I'-iv 
Memorandum on Caiinthia, p. 15). 

British and Yugoslavs in Carintliia. 

On May 8th, on the morrow of the assumption of power by 
I he new Provincial Governmen't, troops of the British 8th Army 
entered Celovec (Kilagenfurt), two hours later there were the Yugo- 
Nhiv troops, too, Slovene Carinthia was occupied partly by Yugo- 
wlnv and 'partly by British troctps. On the bas's of the political 
organization of the Liberation Front which had for three years Jed 
tlie struggle of the Carinthian Slovenes against Nazis'nij a "Pro- 
vinciail National Liberation Comimittee for Slovene Carinthia" was 
formed on May I6th, 1945, as the supreme representative of civi- 
lian antharity in the province, in a way similar to that in whch 
civilian authorities had in the different provinces' of Yugoslavia 
emerged in the course of the Liberation War from political organi- 
zations hi the liberated territory. Two civilian authorities were thus 
in existence: this Committee and the Provincial Government under 
Piesch. 



After the departure of the Yugoslav troops. 

This duality of civilian and miilitary power lasted, however, 
o!ily for a few days. The British and United States Governments 
lieiuanded the withdrawal of Yugoslav troops from Carinthia on 
lire f^^rounds that this province came Within the sphere of British 
occupation under the agreement of the Great Allies, and that Yugo- 
slavia's claim to the territory of Slovene Carinthia would be decided 
upon at the time of the general peace settlement. Yugoslav troops 
withdrew from Carinthia. The British occupation authorities then 
disbanded the National Liberation Committee for Slovene Carinthia, 
unid tnnutaiiicd the Piesch Governiment as a Provisional Provincial 
Govenmiont. 

flolti the status and composition of that Government subse- 
i|iicntly undefwent several changes, but the principal members 
ri'iniiined throughout, headed by Hans Piesch who only resigned on 
Mari'li 121h, 1947. His successor, the new Landeshauptmann Ferdi- 
nnnd Wedcni.g, 'elected by the Carinthian Diet on April 22, 1947, 
had been a member of the Piesch Provincial Government of May 
7. 1945. Both his deputies are Hans Herke and Hans Ferlitsch, also 
nirtnhcrs nl' \\w Government formed on May 7, 1945. Still another 
nisUmre iA Ihr cimlimiity ■of the system which remained unchanged in 
priiiciph'. 

The manner in which the Piesch Government came into being 
u;r> known nol merely in Carinthia but was repeatedly described 



in t!ie Yugoslav press ((hi' first linu- by Loj/.e lldr in the Sfavcnskl 
Poroicvaicc, Liuhljana. Miiy 'ir.th, 1945). But the Britisii Orcu^a- 
tion Authorities shnply looik no notice. 

The case of Nazis handing power over in Carinthia in May 1945 
to certain people selected by them, and of these people embody it^K 
power of the Austrian State throughout a period ot several yearr. 
and being recognized as such by the AUied Occupation Authorities, 
is a unique one. It is only possible to grasp its importance il our 
bears in mind to what extent the political life of the German spun- 
king Carinthia was poisoned by Nazism. 



11. TH!-: GERMAN NATIONAL CHAUVINISM AND NAZISM 
IN CARINTHIA. 

TIk^ ideas of German Nationarsm and Pan-Germanism have 

II loiij: Irndilion behind them in Austria. It was they which created 
so r;iv(iiir;iblc a soil for the growth of Nazism. No impartial observer 
r;in 1i)-ilay harbour any doubts regarding the strength of Nazism 
in Aiislria. The provinces of Austria, however, differ among them- 
si'lvL's ill this respect. And none of these provinces can bear compa- 
rison with Ihe German part of Carinthia as regards the -intensity 

III ii;ili<ni;il cliauvinism, Pan-Germanism and later of Nazism. The 
piililicid development of Carinthia in the course of the last hundred 
Vfins is evidence of this. 



Ilu- iKflitical structure of German Carinthia under Austria— Hungary. 

'I^he main bearers of German nationalism and of the struggle 
iiVjiiiisI Hu' Slavs in the former Austro-Hungarian Monarchy were 
llu' "N'llional-Liberal" and later the "German-National" parties. There 
WHS, ill jiclnal fact, far more national-chauvinism than liberalism in 
llicsr pMrlies. They were in the main satisfied with German hege- 
iiMMi\' in Austria and a pro-German foreign policy of Austria, while 
in lain groups were already openly coming out in favour of a pan- 
liiMinan or even racist and anti-semitic program (e. g, the group of 
Dr. Schonorer who had a decisive influence on Hitler). The principal 
cnitipetiiors of llicse groups among the German speaking population 
ill Ansliia weru Ifie various conservative, and later Christian Social 
piirlies, whose loyalty went above all to the dynasty of the Habs- 
imri's. The German national movement had the most considerable 
iMlIuwin,!^ amcuig Ihc Sudeten Germans; In the lands of what was to 
bi 1 Mine llir Austrian Republic, its main supporters were drawn from 
.MMiiii;; Ihc- ranks of the bourgeoisie, while te vast majority of the 
iiii;d iH.pul.ilion was to be found in the conservative camp. 

An exceplion in this respect was constituted by Carinthia which 
was a sf rongliohl o!" Ihe German national parties, despite its predo- 
niiiiiiiillv agrarian character: at least eight of a total of nine mem- 
1m-is of Pai'lianu'iit I'or Carinthia prior to 1897 were always members 
of ihesr parties, wliilr of the ten members whom the Province 
rlriird afirr lsi>7, Ihe ntnubcr of those belonging to the German 



milional pjirtics was nine iit llir llisl cU'clioti, al! len at Ihr sccoiul 

eleciioM, six ni tht^ Ihinl rlnlion ami eiglil al the rttinlh circlion; 
Ihe remaining niejnbei s wni' I'ilhiT Slovi'iU's or Coiiservatves or 
Socialists. We cannot imler iierr into Ihi- (jneslion why Ihe Carinlhian 
Slovenes because of the elecloral systrni and the division ol' con- 
stituencies d:d not -enjoy a reprcs4_'iitaiion c(jrresponding to^ their 
number. The electoral system and the distribution of constituencies 
represent -in themselves a means for the national oppression ol' 
Carinthian Slovenes. This Gernaan national attitude of the German 
population precisely in Carinthia is explained even by German 
authors as having been caused by their national struggle against llic 
Slovenes, which in reality means by the tendency of national op]>res- 
sion of the Slovenes (Handworferbuch des Grenz- and Auslanddeufsch- 
fums. m, Breslau 1938, p. 564. Dr. Martin Wutte, Carinthia !, 
Klagenfurt 1940, p. 56). 

German chauvinism was felt above all by the Carinthian Slo- 
venes. There is no doubt that it was precisely the idea of the "fron- 
tier mission" of Carinthia in the offensive of Pan-Germanism 
towards the Adriatic, against the resistance of Carinthian Slovenes 
— the chief opponents of German national parties — which repre- 
sented a strong impetus for the development of national chauvinism 
among the German-speaking population of Carinthia. Austria did 
not in practice recognize equal national rights to the non-German 
nationalities in the other provinces either; Carinthia however consti- 
tutes a specific case even within this general framework of Govern- 
ment policy. Here, the chauvinism of the autonomous provincial 
adm nistration was added to this common policy. This administration 
con rolled for instance, elementary education and did not allow the 
establishment of any kind of Slovene elementary schools. There was 
also die chauvinism of the owners of economic enterprises, of the 
large landowners, who were linked up with the German-national 
organizations and exerted pressure against the Slovenes in accor- 
dance with instructions from these organizations thus promoting 
the Germanization of the Slovenes. 



In ttie Austrian Republic. 

This political structure was changed in the Republic of Austria 
in so far as the two most powerful political parties became the 
Christian-Social and Social-Democratic parties; small groups, such 
as the Pan-Germans, the Agrarian Party, which had emerged from 
within the German national camp, only came third. Out of the total 
number of members of the Vienna Parliament at the time of the 
Republic between 1919 and 1933 (this number was 160 in 1919, 17r> 
in 1920j and 165 at subsequent elections after 1923), the nuniber of 
Christian Socialists varied from 63 to 82, of Social-Democrats frrnu 
66 to 75, of Pan-Genmans and of Agrarians etc. from 16 to 27. Social- 
Democracy had its main stronghold in Vienna, and it drew the remain- 
der of .ts following from among the workers in other provinces, 
while the bulk of the rural population in other provinces gave its 



siipijort In llu- C'liristinii-Soi-inl P;irly; the Pan-GrriiKiii pni'ties were 
tiiiiiiily haL'lu'd by llu' t>oiir)j;c(>isic and by Iht; wealthy iR-asants. The 
Pan-Gcniiaits wutr, nalurally, all .in favour of the Anschluss and of 
German chaiivijiisiii, t!ic Social-Democratic Party as a whole advo- 
cated thx; Auiichkiss, the majority of the Christian-Social Party was 
also in favour of the Anschluss, and the only section of this Party 
wliicli showed but ■small enthusiasm for Germany was the one which 
still hoped foT the return of the Habsburgs. We thus had the curious 
paradox in the Austrian Repubhc that in fact nobody was in favour 
o! Ihc Austrian Republic; the republicans were not in favour of 
Austria, while th-e legitimists, to whom Austria still meant something, 
wrre nut in favour of the Republic. 

Carinthia's situation within the Austrian Republic was a spe- 
cific one, different from that of the other provinces with a similar 
sochil structure. Three of the nine members of Parliament for 
Ciir.ntliia, i. e. a third, invariably belonged to the Pan-German or 
A.y:rarian parties, a higher percentage than in any other of the 
Austrian provinces; four members were Social-Democrats; only two 
wore Christian-Socialists, a smaller percentage than in other pro- 
vinces. This goes to show that German national chauvinism was 
■slrongcr in Carinthia than in other provinces of Austria, and that 
Pan-German sentiments were ^ven niOre powerful among the Ger- 
man-speaking population of Carinthia than among the Austrian 
population taken as a whole. This attitude of the German majority 
in Carinthia made things even more difficult for the Carinthian 
Slovenes than they had been in Austria-Hungary; they failed to find 
prolcction anywhere, including the Social-Democratic Party which 
did not differ in this respect from the bourgeois parties. The repre- 
sentalives of Carinthian Slovenes struggled in vain for their national 
lights in the Carinthian Diet; the Pan-German parties wer-e so strong 
iun\ the national chauvinism poisoned to such an extent the entire 
C-erinan-spcaking population that the Slovenes, as a minority, could 
achieve nothing. 

The beginnings of Nazism. 

Ill was from within the ranks of the German-nationals that 
Nazism recruited its first adherents in Austria. Its progress was, 
naturally enough, limited in the initial stages, but so it was in Ger- 
many. It is a well-known fact that the Nazi Party had not been a 
large mass party in Germany before 1930; as late as the 1928 elec- 
lions for the Reichstag it had only obtained 2.63 p. c. of the votes; 
a! the \9'M) elections the percentage of its votes already reached 
ti-'. i'l p. c, v/hile the votes cast fot this party had amounted to 37.4 
p. c. in VM'2 and 33.1 p. c. at the second elections held the same year; 
even after Hitler had come to power, his party only obtained 43.9 
p, r lit lln' votes at the elections of March 5, 1933, which were 
carried i»nl only a few days after the burning of the Reichstag and 
wore Mcconipaniecl by terroristic methods. If one was to follow the 
line of ;iTgMiiieula(i^Mi resorted to by the Austrians to-day, and con- 
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fine oneself !n l.iels lalten Ikhii ilie pie N;i/.i peritMl iind In eerfairi 
individual symptoms id n'Mi.iiur In ihller laler, anv euidd exont- 
rate Germany t(K) from .ilt rrs,punsiibility for Na/.isni and tlie w«r. 

Any comparison between tlu- develnptuenl oi Na/asm in Auslriii 
and in Germany is rendered even nunv difficnll l>y the fact that the 
last parliamentary electitm in Anslri;i IodK ^ilace in 1930, while the 
last election for some of the diets were heli! in 1932 and for a certain 
number of ■municipal and co-mmunal councils in 1933; no elections 
were held after 1933, because the Dollfuss^ — Schuschnigg regim-e no 
longer dared risk an electoral contest with the rising tide of Na/.isin 
whereas they did not want to co-operate with the Austrian workers 
who represented the most powerful anti-Nazi force in Austria. 

Facts show that Nazi&m developed along the same ilin-es i?i 
Austria, although at a somewhat slower pace, as in Germany, and 
that its strength was comparatively gr-eater in Carinthia than in 
the other provinces of Austria. Dr. Theodor Veiter, a publici.st of 
the Schuschnigg regime, wrote wdth some resignation in 1936 about 
Nazism in Carinthia; "Actually, it had long since been there... It 
had, in fact, been endemic in Carinthia in the form of National-Lihc- 
ralism." (Die Slowenen in Karnte^, Wien— Leipzig 1936, p. 109). 
The National-Socialist Party made its appearance in this province 
as eanly as the 1919 elections, the first Nazi paper was publi.shed 
there in 1921, the Carinthian Nazis took no small pride in the fact 
that they were the first? to send to Hitler a message of loyalty when 
he was arrested in 1923. Although the Nazi Party was still small, 
Carinthia was the only Austr'an province wh-ere the Nazis had n 
representative in the Diet as far back as 1923, whide after 1927 it 
was the only province, besides Salzburg, with a Nazi member in the 
Diet . In 1930, the Nazi Party polled 3. 3. p. c. of the votes ivi 
Austria; the greatest percentage of all the provinces was obtaiiicLl 
in Carinthia (6. 5). It was only after this election that the Na/i 
^movement in Austria and Carinthia showed a very consideraL)ifc 
growth. No election for the Diet was held in Carinthia in 1932. 
If we bear the fact in mind that the number of Nazi votes had 
increased in Vienna from 2.3 to 17.3 p. c. between 1930—32. 
that they had increased from 4.1 to 14.1 p. c. in Lower Austria 
and from 3.6 to 20.7 p. c. in Salzburg in the same period, and Mint; 
they had at these elections practically completely absorbed Ihe 
Pan-German and Agrarian Party, if we bear the fact in mind that 
Iheir voices had increased at the municipal elections in Ijmslnuek 
from 3,1 to 41.1 p. c. between 1931 and 1933 (cf. Gerd Riihie, 
Drs Grossdeutsche Rdch, Berlin 1940, p. 172—173; P. T. Lnx. 
Oesteneich 1918—1938 eine Demokratle? Graz—Wien 1946, p. 54), 
wx can easily imagine the advance of Nazism in Carinthia where 
it had been strong even before this recent upsurge and where the 
Pan-German and Agrarian Parties had obtained one third of tfie 
votes. At the last municipal elections in 1933, the Nazis made Iheir 
way into practically all the municipal and communal coimeils in 
Carinthia. (The elecfon data have been taken from ihe bunk by 



!M. Minis Vol/. "Ditfvn dvi (icsihivhic ilct NSItAI*", Hrr Ini-lA-iii/,]^, 
'iih {Mlilidii, WW: ;iiiil Tor Na/.isiii in C;irin(lii;i llir ;ilii'iiily quoted 
IliifuiwiirU'rhtivli tics Circny.- uinl Ausl^tinldcufscfitiinis \\, p. 581^84 
lias bcL'ii iisLul). 

Under the dictatorship, in 1934, Austr'a lived through two 
'^rrifnis cris;efi: the struggle of the Vienna workers in February of 
lli;it year inul the attempted Nazi uprising in July. 

Carinthia and the struggle of the Vienna workmen. 

V^hen the civil war .started on February 12 th, 1934, the Vienna 
wireless was able to announce only for two Austrian Socialist leaders 
that they had j^one over to the side of the Government. They were 
Zc nit/.cr^ Deputy Lsndeshauptmann for Caninthia, i. e. the highest 
reprcsc-ntalivc of the Socialists in the administration of the province, 
and en^^ Fichler, the mayor of Celovec (Klagenfurt), the main town 
of Carinthia. They were the only Socialists, who had negotiated with 
Dolirnss even before the uprising and were with him when the first 
nrws of Ihc uprising began coming in. They immediately denounced 
ilir workers and resigned from the Social-Democratic Party, (Perti- 
nax, Ocsterre'ich 1934, p. 300, Zurich 1935). "From Vienna the 
Socialist leaders of Carinthia immediately established contact with 
their province, and succeeded in preventing the explosions and acts 
of revolt which had ah'eady been prepared. The Social-Democrats in 
Carinthia complied with the bidding of their leaders so that not a 
single shot was fired in Carinthia on February 12 th, or on subse- 
(|ent days. "(Volkszeitunig, the Carinthian paper of the People's 
Pjirty, of Fetiruary 10, 1946.) This fact, at a time when a heroic 
siruggle had been going on for several days in Vienna and in other 
Austrian provinces against the dictatorship, shows the mentality of 
the Scjcialist leaders in Car.nthia; their party was undoubtedly a 
Kiroiig one, but their spirit cannot be compared to that shown by 
tlic Vienna workers in 1934. They had come to an agreement with 
tin' Dollfuss dictatorship against the Vienna workers, just as they 
luul previously come together with the other parties in their policy 
Uiwards the Slovenes. And in 1945 a man, who had once been a mem- 
ber of Ihc Social Democratic Party, Hans Piesch, joined hands with 
the Nm Gnuhticr, Dr. Rainer in the struggle against the Carinthian 
Slovenes and tlicir striving for liberation from national oppression 
by the Germans, with the desire to save the situation, in his capacity 
of "Socialist", at a time, when the Nazi regime had lost the war. 

The Nazi Putsch, July 1934. 

DirtiTriU was the situation in July 1934. The attempted Nazi 
I'lilst'li wliicli resulted in the -murder of Dol'lfuss in Vienna on 
July 251]i, Wiis put down withm a few hours while, outside Vienna, 
tlu'iv was fighting only in Styria, Carinthia and in certain fron- 
liiT vtllages in Sal/hnrg and Upper Austria. In Carinthia, the upri- 
King broke oul on July 2(>th, and the f.ghting went on for five 



ilays against tlie rognhir troops wlntii vvn r toinin'ilU'd In willnliaw 
several times (cL ScIui.schnlgK. HwinUil Ovslvrrdch, Wien lU'M, 
p. 25^). i'jilire areas oT faiinlliia (Lavanltak Metnit/ta!, a pari 
of Gurktal, the town SI Veil an drr (Man, Ciegendlal, a great part 
of th.e Upper Drava Valley. Ilii' Uipprr Ciaillal) were in the hands 
of the Nazis, who had disarinetl the Civndnnncrie. Practically the 
whole of the German part of Cariiitliia, vvllh the exception of the 
principal towns Celovec (Klagenfurl) and lieljak (V.llach), was for 
several days under Nazi control (cf. the already mentioned Uimd- 
woTterhuch and Rohrwig: Der FreUieitskampf der Ostmark-Dcut- 
schen, Graz — Wien— Leipzig 1942, ,p. 153 — 204). In the Slovene 
part of Car'nthia the Nazis did net even attempt to start an n'|)ri- 
sing. Even then it could be felt that th.e Carinthian Slovenes will 
represent in this province the only political force which wonhl 
seriously opipose the Nazi tide. 

Anschluss. 

Even after the failure of the July uprising, the .poliIie:iJ 
strength of the Naz's was constantly on the increase in Austria, 
while Carinthia was once again in the forefront of all the Auslrian 
provinces in this respect. This was shown on the .eve of Ibr 
Anschluss, on March 11th, 1938. Carinthia was the only Auslrfaii 
province where the Nazis had assumed power even before the 
Austr an Chancellor Schuschnigg had resigned in the evening of 
March Hth and announced that no resistance would be offerotl 
the German troops in the event of their marching into Austria, 
at a time when the situation in Vienna was still uncertain. Descri- 
bing the situation, Dr. Friedrich. Rainer said: "In the meanwhile 
one Gau and one Gau only, proceeded to take over power, and 
that was Carinth]a!« (cf. his informative lecture read at the Niii-n- 
berg Trial and pnbhshed in the Carinthian Socialist paper Die Afonc 
Zeit of February 9th, 1946, under the sub-title »Karnten marschhrtc 
zuerst ins Dritte Reich«), 



The Nazi period. The Slovenes are the only opponents. 

Under the Nazi regime, from 1938—1945, the German speak- 
ing population of Carinthia was almost unanimously behiiu! 
Hitler. Therefore Nazi -persecutions were limited almost exclnsi- 
viely to Slovenes as an element which it is impossible to^ absorb 
and which by the very nature of things was an adversary of Nazism. 
In 1942 the deportations of Slovenes started and it was only din^ 
to the lack of success on the fronts that this plan was not fully 
carried out. In 1941, Carinthia was presented with sSoutfieni 
Carinthia«, a part of annexed Yugoslavia with a Slovene poF)ula- 
tion of 200.000. for the purpose of Germaniz ng it by means ol" 
the methods already tried out upon the Carinthian Slovenes. Tlie 
Nazis of Carinthia bear particular responsibility for this rt^giine 
of oppression, exterminat;ion and crime, l^ecause they were its 
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rcsisliiiuT 
liie course 
(>r llic wiir were susUiiiiccl exclusively by the .shiij^^^'lc of the 
Carinlhiaii Slovenes. Carinthia was the most naxifiecl province of 
Austria. This is confirmed by the registration of Nazis, i. e. of 
uitimbLTs and candidate.s of the Nazi Party, members of the SS, 
and SA, not inoluding the memibers of their families, which was 
acconiplished iby the present Austrian Government, This registra- 
tion, np to November Ist, 1946, which was incomplete because a 

Map of the Nazi Putsch in Carinthia in the last days of July 1934. 
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1. Frontiers of Cai'int ia 

2. Territory cotitroUed by Nazis at the time of the Putsch ol July 1934, 

This Jimp shows that practically the whole of Carinthia, with Ihe exception of 
llii' (iictiii lowns and of the Slovene part of the province, was at the time under 

Nazi control. 

not inconsiderable numb-er of Nazis succeeded in evading it, showed 
lliat tlie number of Nazis amounted to 536.660 or 7.5 percent of 
Ihe total population of Austria. Ln Carinthia, thej- number reached 
46.753 or 11.5 p. c. of the total population. (Official report of 
lite AuRtr.'an Ministry for Home Affairs, Wiener Kurier, Nu 258 
(if Nfwember 8th, 1946). If we leave out the Carinthian Slovenes, 
Ihc percentage of regJster-ed Nazis rises to 14 p. c. of the Gtirman- 
spea'king population of Carinthia. Nazism in "Carinthia is just as 
strong as in those German provinces where the National-Socialist 
Party wielded the greatest influence. 



IH. THE PRESENT SYSTEM IN CARINTHIA CONTINUES 
THE TENDENCIES OF THE NAZI REGIME.*) 



General features of the new policy, 

Nazi Carinthia succeeded in legally surv'ving the downfall of 
Nazism, owing to the new team which had offered its servicr-; 
at the tim.e of the collapse of the German Armed forces and 
replaced the Nazi regime there. Carinthia thus preserved its essen- 
tially Pan-German character before any kind of far reaching 
change. She is prepared to disguise this character in all sorts of 
ways in order to maintain the Carinthian Slovenes under her dnn\ • 
nation. Her purpose is not merely to pursue the Germanizatioii n\' 
a part of the small Slovene natio-n, but also to ridicule the hope 
which had led the Carinthian Slovenes to rise in a sanguinary 
revolt against Nazism at the side of the Aldies, the hope that llu-v 
w^ere thereby contributing to the triumph of justice in general, 
and of justice for themselves, that they were, that is, achiev ng 
their natio^nal liberation. The system wdiich is holding Carinlliin 
under its sway since May 1945, a s^^stem embodied in the person 
of Hans Piesch, Landeshauptmann, until March 12th, 1947, a system 
which has n^ot been changed by his resignation and which enjoys 
the support of the British occupation authorities, is a system which 
consists in evading denazification and continuing the national 
oppression of the Carinthian Slovenes. 

In the first place, al'l branches of the civil service in Carin- 
thia, both at high and at lower 1-evels, had been thoroughly na/.i- 
fied. As regards the Carinthian school-teachers, Hans Piesch, who 
is himself a teacher by profession, said that all schools would hav-'j 
to be closed in Carinthia, if all the Nazi teachers were dismissed 
(Karntner Nachrlchten, organ of the British PWB, N<! 55, of .Inly 
17th, 1945). This applies not only to the teachers, but to all olher 
civil servants as well — including, of course, the police and the Gen- 



*) In this chapter I am confining: myself to the main facts whit-li jiin» 

characteristic of the situation in Carinthia after May .1946. As rejrurds Ihr 
motives and principles governing the policy of the British occiiipation n.ndiorl- 
ties, I should like to draw the reader's attention to the .pamipiik'I hy Kniiu'lli 

Syers, Austro-Yiig-Qslav Frontier Problems, Slovene Carinthia. I.oiuUjn MM?. 



il.niiirric who liail for tlcrndrs b-crii Paii-OrrntaEi, :iik1 liml. in 

Ilinr iiiMJmily, tnriK'd lo Njuisin even before Hit; Anscidu^s^. In 
Slovrnr fiirinlhiii, where the German-speaking population consists 
in ihc main of civil nervants, teachers, g>endarnies etc., those who 
were not Slovenes were practically all Nazis. 

The only way to start denazification in a land of this kind. 
would havQ been to tnrn the Government over to those who had 
wa^^ecl a political and miilitary struggle aganst the Nazis, to those 
who proved in the course of the war to be the only anti-Fascist 
r(irce.^ It is on this basis alone that an anti-Nazi system, capable 
o\' effecting denazif cation and r-e-educating the German-speaking 
population of Carinthia, could have been built up. Instead of that, 
]H)wer was, ev-en under the British occupation authorities, left in 
the hands of men who had accepted it from the Nazi reg'me and 
who iiad promised that they would persecute no one because of 
membership in the Nazi Party, Dr. Kainer called upon the Nazis 
It) support this regim-e in the struggle against the Carinthian Slo- 
venes, i. e. against those who had waged an armed struggle against 
Nazism. It is only too obvious that under such conditions denazi- 
lication can be nothing but a farce. 

Elections. 

The electoral law of October 19, 1945, issued by th-e Provi- 
sional Austrian Government and approved by the Alhed Control 
Coimc:'l for Austria, deprived certain categories of Nazis of the 
right to vote. In Carinthia, the Chairman of the Provincial Elec- 
toral Commission was a Nazi named Dr. Wolte; this shows the 
maimer in which the law was put into effect. The relevant figures 
show that it was in Carinthia that the number of voters had suf- 
fered the smallest decrease (Hans Riemer, Die Wahlen vom 25. 
Nowmhcr 1945 im Lichte der Zahlen, Die Zukunft, Soziaiistische 
Monnts^clinft, niid-Apnl, 1946, pag. 19). It is understandable thai 
llic pro-Nazi voters cast th-eir votes for parties whose representa- 
tives had accepted power from the Nazis, i. e, for the Socialist 
Party of Hans Piesch and for the People's Party. These two par- 
lies won at the elections. It is significant that it was only in 
Carinlhia that a fourth party, the so-called Democratic Partv, which 
was exposed after the elections as a Nazi grouping, found" it pos- 
sble to contest the -elections, while the Slovene Partv, the Libera- 
tion b'ront, was not allowed to take part in the elections, of which 
more witl be sjiid further on. 

»Denazification« 

'I'liiMv can he no question of the Nazis having been removed 
Hum llir ;i(hiihiis[ra1i(ui, the judiciary, the poKce force etc.; all. 
I he [irauL-hrs of the civil service are on the contrary infested with 
Nazis from top lo lujllom. Among the senior officials of the Pro- 
\' iirlal ("•ov.rrmiii'ul. nf tlie administration and of the law courts, 



nnir)ng Ihe mayors ol Inun, ;mii[ villages, williin Ihr polit'e force 
and the Gcudanucric, we ruioimlei ii ^greal number ol Nazis, wilt) 
are, of course, not opvnlv HhowlUK Ihemselves as such, but are, 
non the less, doing everylhliig In practice to safeguard the Nazi 
heritage under the exist ng circumsianccs. b'onner Nazis are shiel- 
ding one another, proceedings 't)er(>re law courts against Nazis are 
practically non-existing, the political and administrative leaders 
are endeavour. ng to make use of their connections with the occu- 
pation authorities in order to have Nazis released fron; prisons and 
concentration camps; thus Rainer's deputy, Natmessnig, was sel 
free, among others. The whole situation was described^ to a dele- 
gation of British M. P. s. by Major Burness, an official of 1he 
British Security Service in Carinthia, in these terms: »At present 
Austrians are responsible for the denazificat'on; it is our respon- 
sibility to push them, because they don't do anything if w-e do 
not comipel them. I think myself that they would best like to allow 
everything to sink into obi:vion.« (Quoted according to the Gerniiui 
translation, published in the Volkswille, Klagenfurt, of February 
26th, 1947). 



Attitude towards Slovenes. 

The feelings of the new regime towards the Carinthian Slo- 
venes are sufficiently ohvious. The very reason why it was es(;]- 
blished was to ensure th^ continuation of the oppression of tlu- 
Carinthian Slovenes with the ultimate aim of achieving their com- 
plete disappearance, i. e. their complete Germanization, its pur- 
pose is to defend the »;ndivisibi:lity« of Carinthia, i. e. the sysleni 
of oppression carried on by Austria-Hungary, the Austrian RejuibKc 
and the Third Reich, against the domestic enemy, i. e. the Carin- 
thian Slovenes, . and agamst the foreign enemy, {. e. Yugoslavia. 
The methods to-day cannot be quite the same as those applied 
at the time of the Nazi regime, because the downfall of Nazism 
is still too recent, and because the question of Slovene Carinthia 
is an open international question, and it is therefore essential lo 
weather this critical period by means of various promises simihar 
to those so freely indulged in 1918—1920, that the rights of ihr 
Slovene minority would be respected. 

The surest guarantee that the anti-Slovene policy would lu' 
continued lies in the fact that the civil service, the police and the 
Gendarmerie have remained unchanged. There was no room for 
Slovenes in these institutions even at the time of the Auslro- 
Hungarian Monarchy, nor at that of the Austrian Republic, i. v. 
not merely at the ti-me when the Nazi r^^gime was in control. The 
desmissal of individual Nazis from this Governmental apparatus, 
which is Nazi in its overwhelming majority, cannot operate any 
fundamental change in the attitude of the apparatus itself. U is 
obvious that in the eyes of these officials, the Slovene ])artisans 
are even now »bandlts« and traitors. Nor can gendarmes and [loli- 



*''tiii:>. wUi> liihl lirii lii'Jiliiii^, llii'sr [laitisans ;i', l;ilr as 1944 and 
lln: lu^KinniiiK' of M.M.'i, rivil si-rvaiils who had scr\vi\ Nazism Ihroiish- 
(jiil Iht' war, In: ox[)i.'L'U'd lo have diFI'LTcnl rt'cliii^s lo-day. This 
Iim(l,aiii.cEilal alliliide cxplainy. why it has proved impossible to 
discover Ihc culprits of uunierous terroristic outrages against Slo- 
veii-e meetinj^^s, ^r.,lherinigs, against Slovene homes and individual 
Slovcn-cs, which are being perpetrated by Nazi Wurfkommandos, 
somcliines in conjunction with »di&placed ^persons«. The latter are 
welcome because they are -enemies of Yugoslavia. According to the 
^talement of the new Landeshauptmann Wedenig, there are 54,000 
tl spJaced per.^ons in Carinthia (Die Neue Zeit, Klagenfurt, April 
'J(i, 1947). Reports from Carinthia speak of twenty attacks against 
tlie Slovenes on the part of these »Wurfkommando« terrorists in 
March 1947 aJone. There exists a scheme to grant members of 
Cicrntati minorities from other countries Austrian citixensh:p and 
lo have tliem settled 'in Carinthia (Oesterreichische Volksstimme, 
Vienna, of February 1, 1947). Ther.e is no doubt that beh:nd that 
scheme there is the aim to have anti-Yugoslav elements in Austria, 
i'Ud especially the German .element, reinforced. 

1'lic same as the public administrat:on has not changed, so 
have no changes occured as regards the economic d6p.e,nd"ance of 
I he Slovenes upon their German employers, which is the second 
nuiin r-eason of the national oppression of the Carinthian Slovenes. 
Thus for instance in February 1947 Count Thurn dismissed twenty 
Shiveue workers and tenants, including some former partisans and 
jKMiplc who had been in his serv.'ce for many decades (Presse- 
dii-fiy.! id" ilic Liberation Frojit, Klagenfurt, II," N^> S, March 1st 
1947). 

Political measures against Slovenes. 

The froulier with Yugoslavia has been completely closed ever 
since May 1945, a Sperrzone has b-een established along the frontier, 
mul severe restrictions upon freedom of movement have been imposed 
ihrnughout this zone; this is an attempt to make all contact between 
Ihe Carinthian Slovenes and Yugoslavia impossible. Although the 
friuilier question is admittedly still an unsettled one, propaganda in 
I'iivnur of Austria is carried on unimpeded and is indul2:ed" in even 
by llie press run by the British occupation authorities, while, on the 
(^ther hand, all pro-Yugoslav propaganda has been considered illegal 
and subject lo persecution ever since the withdrawal of the Yugoslav 
Iroofis. At the beginning of October 1945, Austrian political parties 
were allowed h) organize and publish newspapers. The Slovene Libe- 
ra! ion ]T(ml, which had a record of three years of political and 
nitlilary slruggle against Nazism, was, however, forbidden to engage 
in any k'lud of political activity. Six weeks before the elections of 
N'nve]iiber ^filh, 11)45 were to take place in Austria, the ban from 
tUc l.ibcration I'roul was lifted (on October the 17th), but as soon as 
It h.id become manifest at the pre-election meetings it was holding 
th,il il fi;i(] vrry consitk-rable following among the masses of the 



Slovene puj.idal imi, il , i r|.i .■ m-iiI ,ii ,v i-> were ic*|ue^lril Id plnlgc 
tlieniselves in reliam trotii expn-.sni)': iiicir deiiiaiul im Ihe ineor- 
I'oralioii of Slovene tMriiilhi.i iiili> Yn.f.oslavia. When Ihis request 
was lejccled, Ihe LiberalKni linni was bannetl once agaiu on No- 
vember 2 and H, and Ihal is why W did not participate in Ihese 
elections. Ever since Ihe elections Ihe kiberation Front has existed 
under conditions of semi-legalily: il is not recognized as are the 
other .parties, its press is banned and it is not acknowledged tho 
rights enjoyed by the Austrian parties, its conferences and meetings 
are forbidden whenever the authorities think it fit, its adherents are 
searched and arrested under the most various pretexts The Libera- 
tion Front has not even been in the possibility of publishing its organ 
m Carmthia, but has been compelled to publish it in Vienna since 
the second part of 1946. At the time of the Moscow Conference 
all public meetings and gatherings, all declarations in favour of union 
with Yugoslavia were banned by the Occupation Authorities, and so 
were Slovene and Yugoslav flags and even the sending of telegrams 
to the Council of Foreign Ministers in Moscow (on April 11, 1947»; 
propaganda for Austria and an "undivided Carinthia" is, howevei! 
being carried on quite freely. 



Hindering of cultural activities. 

This system, however, does not merely deprive the Carinthian 

Slovenes of the possibility of political activity; it also makes cultural 
work impossible for them. The Nazi regime had disbanded all the 
forty-three existing Slovene cultural organizations, burnt down, 
looted or confiscated the cultural homes of the Slovenes, destroyed 
or confiscated Slovene libraries, the archives of Slovene organiza- 
tions, the manuscripts of Slovene scientists, while it threw Slovene 
cultural workers into prisons or concentration camps; many of thcni 
lost their lives as victi-ms of Nazi oppress:on. When, after the down- 
fall of Naz:sm, th€ Slovenes requested p.ermission to renew their 
cultural organizations, the British Military Government rejected this 
request on September 7, 1945, and prohibited all cultural work and 
pubhc performances by the Carinthian Slovenes. The representatives 
of the Slovenes again intervened, but it was only after they had 
sent a petition to the Allied Control Council in Vienna in 1946. that 
the British Military Government asked that a new request be sub- 
mitted and finally issued the necessary instructions to the Austrian 
authorities, who delayed taking a decision on the matter until May 
16th, 1946, when the Director of Security of Carinthia, a former 
Colonel of the German Army, permitted the activities of the Slovene 
Cultural League. Although the activities of the League had been 
permitted, the renewal of practically half of its ' organizations 
(sixteen out of forty-three) remains banned to the end of March 
1947 (SJovenski Vestnik, Vienna, March 28, 1947), The Slovenes- 
have not been given back their cultural homes, their cultiu-al galhe- 
rings are frequently prohibited, terroristx raids against those gailie- 
rings which are allowed, are organized. They are also forbidtlen to 
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I'liiit SlovriU' liooUs. Slnvt'llc n]llnr:il sociciios iiiT iiti! i^ivcil l>;ick 
lln'ir coiiriscnlccl lihr;irics wliicli aa* — in so Far Jis flicy have not 
Ik'cm (k\s(ri)yu(l by I Ik- Nazis - ■ in the hand of the Austrian authori- 
ties, whilo the Austrian ^"eiidarmeric searches the homes of Slovenes 
in iiiiest of books brought in from Yugoslavia. All this goes to show 
Itiiil I he Slovenes are, in the cultural field too, subjected in the main 
In I he system set up by Nazism, and that they had not been given 
(Mck even those limited rights which they had enjoyed prior to the 
iidviMil of Nazism. 

Obstruciing the restoration of cooperatives, 

The Slovenes aslced ah-eady in August 1945 to be premitted 
In ^c\\^^\\■ (heir cooperatives and that the property of their coope- 
ralives, ctjnfiscated by the Nazi regime, be returned. It was publicly 
sinlod only on January 23, 1947, that tlie Carinthian Provincial Go- 
vrrinnnit tin principle accepted this claim; now all those measures 
n\' iiulirect obstruction of the restoration of Slovene cooperatives are 
In si art which were already mentioned in connection with cultural 
orv.ani/atioiis. 

IVohibition of various organizations lof Carinthian Slovenes, 

The Un=on of Carinthian Partisans was forbidden (Volks- 
Y.viiunf^, March 30, 1946), and so far neither the organization of 
Slovenes deported by the Nazis nor that of Slovene concentration 
camp inlcrnees was permitted. 

Continuation of the Nazi system in Church. 

In ific Austrian Republic the Slovene language enjoyed relati- 
vely the greatest rights in the Church; the Nazi regime ^expelled the 
Slovene priests nnd even now pre-Nazi situation has not been restored; 
w Slovene priest quotes as an instance 17 Slovene parishes from which 
Mir Slovene language is now st;H banned (Slovenski Vestnik, 
.hiiiuary -'^1. 1947). Thus it is clear that on this field as well the 
preMa/i siUialion has not been re-established and that the present 
jrr.iinr hkes lo continue the system introduced by the Nazis. 



»Putting:.rig:ht« Nazi injustices. 
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Ilk- representatJves of the present Austrian and occupation 
; aver that the injustices inflicted by the Nazi regime have 
"put righl". They point to the fact that the land, which had 
liken away from the Slovenes, has been given back to them, 
le Sloveni's, which had been driven from 'their homes by the 

are given indemnities, that b;-lingual schools have be-en esta- 
1, In iiflmil tact, however, this return of property, the propriety 
i-h is snrely self-evident enough, is carried out in such a manner 
P 111 Hie beginning of 1947, i, e. twenty months after the end 

^^■". '■''" "II' ''!' -1 '<>l-il of ;3(}0 expelled Slovene families have 



brrn I'.ivrii Iheii laud li-ul\ tSI .ilrnn iil «>t Ihr An.slriiin I )rlr?'.;il inn a! 
Ihr l.nnd()ti Conference, p. 1'/), lli.il nieiins lliat one Hl'lh ol' (he 
expelled Slovene families h;ive not \rl l>een K^iven back the laiul I hey 
were compelled to leave, in \W2, Jii a notice of not more than a few 
hours. The assessing of the [(Unniilies due to these families was 
effected with the cooperatio)i of eii;Lr. MaLerhoffer and of Hol'nU 
Stotter, who had conducted the expulsion of the Slovenes in 1942 in 
conjunction with the war criminal Maier-Kaibitsch; this explains why 
the losses involved were evaluated at not more than 3,150.(KH) 
shillings. Only 1,150.000 shillings of the idemnities thus evaluated liMd 
been paid up to the beginning of 1947, according to the statement 
of the Austrian Governm.ent, i. e. only one third (Statement of the 
Austrian Delegation to the London Conference, p. 27). As regards 
schools, the regulation on bi-lingiial schools of October 31, 1945 
(Karntner Nadiriditen, organ of the PWB, JNT^ 152, November 11, 1945) 
is being implemented — according to the statement of Kazianka, n 
member of Carinthian Diet, at a meeting of the Diet in December 
1946 on the basis of data which the Landeshauptmann Hans Piesch 
was unable to deny — only in 9 out of 69 supposedly bi-lingunl 
schools, Mn Hands, an official of the British Occupation Authorities in 
Carinthia, told a delegation of British M. P. s regarding the school 
question: "The Austrian authorities proceeded in a manner which 
justifies the complaints of 'the Slovenes". "The Slovenes especially 
complain that there are no teachers and that those teachers who 
are able to teach in Slovene are dismissed, transferred and moved 
abouf (quoted from the German translation in Volksw'iUe, Klageu- 
furt, February 26, 1947). 



Perspectives of the future. 

Moreover, the existing system does not only mean that the 
Slovenes are still being deprived of their rights, that they are being 
Germanized with the ultimate aim of being made totally to disappear, 
but this system is, even at this stage, hardly troubling to conceal its 
intention to resort in the future to Nazi methods in order to attain 
its goal. Mr, Sharp, an official of the British Military Government, 
told the British M. P. s: "The mentality of the German speaking 
population as regards their Slovene countrymfen is, in general, not 
of a nature to inspire the Slovene element with great Austrian pa- 
triotism". "Those who decide to make the same use of Slovene as of 
German, are looked upon as traitors by Germans" (quoted from the 
German translation of the official report in the Vo/A'swii/e, Klagcn- 
furt, February 26, 1947). Pn its campaign for an "indivisible" Carinthia 
the existmg system does not hesitate to threaten the Slovenes, in ;f 
truely Nazi fashion, with expulsion from their land; such threr.ts 
have, in various forms, been expressed by Hans Piesch f/>/e /Veae Zc;7 
of March 19, 1946), by the Austrian Minister for Home Affairs. 
Helmer (Koroska Krowka, organ of the British PWB, of March 29, 
1946). and by the Deputy — Landeshaupfmann Hans Ferlitsch, at the 
meeting of mayors of the Beljak (Villach) district in Janiuiry 11)17. 
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TIk'sc roprcsoM(;[fivfs ol llic N;i/i-itiiK'rilcd sysli-iii in C':iiiiillii;i Mir 
saying, besides, lliaj the bi-Iinuuiil schools will he clused down lik 
soon iis the Peace Treaty is Kij^'iied (e. g. Glantacbni.u:g, member of 
(he Diet and one of the leaders of the People's Party, at a meeting 
in Velikovec (Volkermarkt), second half of September 1946). 

Destruction of Nazism or reward of Nazism. 

A decision which would leave the Carinthian Slovenes under 
Austrian rule would grievously hurt the feelings of all Yugoslav 
peoples, because a part of the Yugoslavs would be handed over to 
vainiuishcd German secular oppressor of the Yugoslavs; the ethnical 
Pfiuciple would be violated. But the aim of this paper is not to throw 
li/'.lil from this basic, ethnical point of view. Its only purpose was to 
show I hat if after a heroic struggle they were handed over to the 
ri'vengc of the Nazis and their acolytes in a province where chauvi- 
nism, Pan-Germanism and Nazism have always wielded greater influ- 
ence Elnm in other provinces of Austria, the intentions which in 1945 
Dr. I^ainer and his Nazi advisers had would be realised; Austria would 
;ic(|uire :i proof that her participation in the War at the side of Nazi 
lu-iiiKiny remained without consequences for her and that she was 
i-ven allowed to keep the territory of a people which had fought 
N;iy.isin; all those for whom Austria in her privileged position is a 
Stirling point for the development of a new German imperialism 
would he encouraged in their striving; such a decision would mean 
n new "Vxtory in the German Night", as Hans Steinacher, a Carinthian 
Nn/i who became subsequently in Berlin the organizer of all the 
fiflh-colunurst German minorities abroad, had described the 1920 
jiMiiscile in Carinthia (Hans Steinacher, Sieg in deutscher Nacht, 
i:in Ihich vom Karntner Freihdtskampf. Wien 1943). 

On Hie other hand, the inclusion of Carinthian Slo-venes into 
Yin^jslavia would not only provide a settlement in conformity with 
cthuical principles, not only a wefl-deserved satisfaction to Carinthian 
Slovenes and other Yugoslavs for the blood shed in the common 
Allied cause, but it would also mean a severe blow to Austrian Pan- 
German and Nazi traditions. Through the liberation of Carinthian 
Slov.etu'.s Austria would lose a powerful impetus for a chauvinist po- 
licy bolh at home arid abroad. And it was precisely the destruction 
or'Na/ism and its uprooting which represented the common Allied 
war niin in the Second World War. 

The (inesfion of Carinthian Slovenes is for the Ahies one of 
the toiK-hslones of tlieir faithfulness to the prmciples which they 
proelahnetl while Ihey were waging war. 




